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LEE HARVEY — DEPUTY PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL — RETIREMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.07 pm]: I wish to acknowledge the significant 
contribution to the state of Western Australia by Ms Lee Harvey, who retires as Deputy Parliamentary Counsel in 
the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office in early February next year. Her last working day is 15 December this year. 
Lee Harvey joins us this morning in the Speaker’s gallery. Lee has made an outstanding contribution to the 
Western Australian statute book through the legislation she has drafted in the course of a public service career of 
more than 40 years. Lee joined the Western Australian public service in January 1977 as a professional assistant 
in what was then known as the Crown Law Office. Lee began working in the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office in 
September 1982 as an assistant parliamentary counsel. Lee was promoted to Deputy Parliamentary Counsel in 
November 2004, and was the first woman to hold this position. 

Lee has drafted many important and complex items of legislation, including the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct 
Act 2003, the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Act 2003, the Planning and Development Act 2005, the 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, the Public Sector Reform Act 2010 and the Health Services 
Act 2016. That is to cite but a few of the important pieces of legislation that Lee has drafted during the course of 
her work with the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. The work of a legislative drafter also involves providing advice 
to ministers, members of Parliament and government agencies about legislative issues. Lee’s vast knowledge of 
the WA statute book and her exceptional skills as a legislative drafter have also meant that her advice has been 
frequently sought and always highly valued. As Deputy Parliamentary Counsel, Lee has also made a huge 
contribution to the leadership and management of the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. 

In the course of her drafting career, Lee raised three daughters and worked part time at various points. During one 
period of maternity leave, she managed to juggle the demands of motherhood with studying for a Master of Philosophy 
at the University of Western Australia. 

On behalf of the government of Western Australia and I am sure on behalf of all honourable members, I thank 
Lee Harvey for her outstanding service to the state and wish her a long and happy retirement. But in saying that, 
I do hope that if and when the government and this Parliament might require her expertise, she can be enticed out 
of retirement to undertake some drafting work on a contract basis. 
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